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BUREAU DIRECTIVE:

Youth Community Corrections (YCC) Bureau employedkfollow consistent criteria and
standards when considering youth for placemenhdapendent living. Youth placed on
independent living must be appropriately preparetisuited to live independent of direct adult
supervision. This procedure will be reviewed ariyuend updated as needed.

DEFINITIONS:

Great Falls Youth Transition Centers - are operated by the Department of Correctionsitiyo
Services Division and provide separate housingrales and females. The program focuses on
youth who are having a difficult time adjustingtie community after being released from a
secure facility. The program allows a graduatewsan option other than sending a youth back
to a correctional facility. It is also used forugb who are leaving a secure facility when another
appropriate placement is not available, or wherythgh needs a short-term placement while
awaiting another community placement

Mentor - an adult person approved according to the VekmPolicy (YCC 1.3.16) or be
employed by a DOC contractor. Mentors may inclimg,not be limited to, educators,
employers, counselors, church affiliates, relatisegamily friends who demonstrate pro-social
gualities, and are committed to working with youfhe mentor may provide educational
assistance, support, or motivation to youth omalividual or group basis

Primary Officer - the juvenile parole officer with jurisdiction the county where the youth’s
parent(s), guardian(s), custodian(s), or theireg@ntative(s) resides. In most instances this will
be in the county of commitment. The primary officeresponsible for case planning for the
youth while under supervision

Supervising Juvenile Parole Officer - the officer who will supervise the youth in tbemmunity
where, the youth is placed, including independiemid placement.

Youth Correctional Facility - the Pine Hills Youth Correctional Facility, Rrggde Youth
Correctional Facility, or any other contracted Sectiouth Correctional Facility.

PROCEDURES:
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A.

Y outh Placement

Most youth released to, or on, parole supervisidhraside in a Youth Transition Center
(YTC), the home of a parent, relative or guardiarg licensed youth care facility, or
licensed foster home. When these placement opéieneot available to a youth and/or a
youth demonstrates that he/she has the abilityyniyagnd resources to function without
immediate adult supervision, independent livingsplaent may be considered.

In those cases the Youth Services Division (YSD)CYor youth correctional facility staff
will take into consideration the safety of the conmity and the youth prior to approving
an independent living placement.

Youth L egal Rights

Youth under age 18 cannot legally sign/enter imotiacts such as a rental
agreement/lease without the co-signature of ant.ad8D staff shall not co-sign for rental
or lease agreements, loans, or other binding fiahoc legal contracts in order to place a
youth on independent living.

Youth Eligibility for | ndependent Living

In order for a youth to be considered for independieing the following criteria must be
considered:

1. The youth must be at least 16 years of age anddhawme successfully completed
a transitional living program or been under pasalpervision for a minimum of 3
months from his/her last release from a state cbomal facility. The youth’s
behavior under the most recent period of parolesugion or in a YTC must have
been without any significant or chronic parole &tains including, but not limited
to, curfew or residence violations, positive urysss results, and any criminal
offenses. In order to be considered for indepenli&ng, the youth in question
cannot have violations of the sort listed withie three months before the request.

2. Youth residing in a youth correctional facility msidential placement may be
eligible provided they have maintained three orermonths at the highest level of
the Pine Hills Earned IncentiRrogram, Riverside Level System, residential
placement treatment/behavioral program and/or hadeno major adjustment
problems during the same time period. They musé ma&de positive treatment
progress, and an independent living placementisribst appropriate placement
that meets the youth’s supervision needs.

3. The youth must be participating in educational progming such as GED, regular
or alternative schooling. Youth who have compleaiad of these educational
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requirements will be expected to maintain full-tisr@ployment unless enrolled in
college or Vo-Tech programming.

4. The youth must have ongoing monthly financial reses to adequately provide
for his/her basic living needs including food, desice, and normal living
expenses such as clothing, transportation, reoreand medical expenses.

5. These earnings may include employment, Social 8gdenefits, child support
payment and temporary assistance provided by tiparfaent.

6. The youth, if qualified, must be approved for meimtg services by the
Tumbleweed Program, if available, or through Moumieaks, Inc., and must be
actively participating in these programs.

7. The youth must have an identified and approvedtadehtor (not a Juvenile
Parole Officer) with whom to make weekly contaggarding his/her ongoing
progress on independent living. Mentors shally@@ved according to the
procedures iy CC 1.3.16, Volunteer Servicesomplete &8ackground Check
Request [YCC 60-14 (CHnd arAuthorization to Release Information [YCC 60-
14 (D)]. This mentor may be the same person under the Tueleld Program or
Mountain Peaks, Inc.

D. Independent Living Placement Procedur es

1. At least 30 days prior to release from a resideptacement, a YTC, or youth
correctional facility, &ield Investigation Request [YCC 60-2 (A3]submitted to
the primary juvenile parole officer (JPO) by thedaitor of the YTC or facility
case manager/counselor. If a JPO other than thepyiofficer will supervise the
youth, a copy of the field investigation will albe sent to the officer who will be
supervising the youth. In thesases, the primary parole officer and courtesy
supervisingparole officer will work togethetio investigate the placement and
develop the independent living plan and parole tars.

a. Youth may be placed on independent living from fgsbatus in the field.
In these cases no field investigation is requiredyever, the JPO must
document the investigation and contacts in thetyswthronological
history.

2. The supervising JPO will investigate pEEC 60-2, Field Investigation Request
lll, 2 & 3, including conductindBackground Checks [YCC 60-14 (Gji the
individuals sharing the residence. Independemd\dandidates shall not share
housing with individuals currently under countystaite youth or adult
supervision. This investigation must include cotgadth the juvenile probation
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V.

CLOSING:

office from the county of commitment and when aggdtile, the local juvenile
probation office if the youth will be placed fromaher county of commitment.

The youth’s parent/guardian, if available, mustrapp the independent living
plan and a plan for medical emergencies and otgeifisant issues by completing
form YCC 60-14 (A), Independent Living Parental Agreeimen

The supervising JPO shall converse with the YCGeBurChief for review and
approval of the independent living request uponmetion of the investigation.

a. In independent living investigations from a resiti@rplacement,
correctional facility or YTCthe supervising JPO will submit tikéeld
Investigation Request [YCC 60-2(Afj the YCC Bureau Chief for review
and signature.

b. The YCC Bureau Chief will write the approval or a¢grin the comment
section at the bottom of the form including his/bBgnature and the date. If
the plan is approved, the supervising juvenile lgaofficer completes the
Field Investigation Request [YCC 60-2 (Ahd returns it to the YTC or
correctional facility. It is not necessary to rettine form to a residential
placement facility but written notice will be givémthe case manager
regarding the placement plan.

C. When a youth will be supervised in a region othantthe region of
commitment, the JPO lIs from both regions will EthE case before
approval is granted.

When the independent living plan is approved, ti@gry JPO will notify the
committing Youth Court Judge of independent livplgnusing formYCC 60-14
(B), Youth Court Notification of Independent Living copy will be sent to the
juvenile probation officer.

Youth placedn independent living will be placed amximum Supervisiofor at
least six months (or if less time remains befoselarge, place on maximum
supervision until discharge) to closely monitor yloeith’s adjustment and
compliance on independent living status.

The supervising JPO will review independent livaages with the YCC Bureau
Chief and document these reviews in the youth'srasiogical history aper
procedureYCC 60-1, Case Management Overview

Questions concerning this procedure shall be addreto the Youth Community Corrections
Bureau Chief.
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VI.

REFERENCES:

52-2-604, MCA Transfer of Custody to Private Agency - Reports
52-5-127, MCA Control Over Youth Under Parole Agreement
53-1-203, MCA Power s and Duties of the Department
ATTACHMENTS:

YCC 60-14 (A) Independent Living Parental Agreement
YCC 60-14 (B) Youth Court Naotification of Independé.iving
YCC 60-14 (C) Background Check Reguest

YCC 60-14 (D) Applicant’s Authorization to Reledséormation




